Big Daddy
Of Racing

In the parlance of 200 m.p.h. drag rac-
ing, everybody wants to beat Big Daddy
Don Garlits in a fuel dragster match race,
no matter what the cost in fuel, ma-
chinery or personal daring.

The last chance for West Coast driv-
ers to get a crack at the all-time great
from Seffner, Fla., will occur the weekend
of March 15-16, when Garlits makes his
farewell appearance in the sixth annual
Hot Rod Magazine Drag Races at River-
side International Raceway.

Garlits made his plan to race at River-
side known to National Hot Rod Associa-
tion division director Bernie Partridge
shortly before leaving to take cai= of busi-
ness at home. He left his race caz at Carl
Schiefer's Monterey Park speed shop.

Garlits, 36, one of drag racing's only
fuli-time professionals, is still king of the
strips. He is the reigning NHRA national
champ and winner of the invitational Pro-
fessional Dragster Association Race of
Champions.

Last July in Alton, 111, Garlits became
the first man to top the 240 m.p.h. mark
on a quarter-mile drag strip. He backed
his amazing run with another top speed
of 238 m.p.h. the same day.

Garlits later predicted it would be a
long time before anyone ventured past the
240 m.p.h. barrier again, since most strips
do not have adequate shut-down areas. He
ran off the end of the strip on both runs
and damaged the front end of his Dodge-
powered dragster.

“Until I find a strip where it's safe
to hit a top speed, I'm going to concen-
trate on elapsed time,” Garlits said after
the record run. “It's just not safe to stop
from that speed in the short distances
they provide you on most good strips.”

Garlits’ current goal is to get under
6.5 seconds. However, if he wants to pour
on the horsepower through Riverside's
speed traps, Big Daddy will have more
than a half-mile of uphill pavement to
come to a safe stop.

At the end of last week, entries neared
the 100 mark for the $25,000 two-day
meet that brings together all the greats
of the sport for the final time on Cali-
fornia’s winter championship circuit.
After Riverside, most of the big money
meets are elsewhere in the US.

Long Beach Rodeo

Pacific Indoor Rodeo at Long Beach
Arena has revolutionized the traditional
cowboy sport and put rodeo squarely into
the big-business entertainment world,

When the chute gates fly open Friday
night, it will mark the seventh year pro-
fessional cowboys, brones and bulls have
battled each other in the arena by the sea.

The rodeo was the brainchild of How-
ard Jones, then director of Long Beach
Visitors and Convention Bureau. He'd
never been on a horse, but Jones wanted
something to draw new people to his eity,
Jones rounded up several Long Beach
sports investors, called in Lex Connelly,
then manager of the National Finals
Rodeo, and had the satisfaction of seeing
his idea put 34,411 people in the new
Arena,

Encouraged by the Long Beach suc-
cess, Connelly quit the finals, began to
expand to San Diego, Anaheim, Seattle
and Fresno, With an Imperial Valley eat-
tleman, Ed Rutherford, he formed the
Golden State Rodeo which bought both
California-based professional rodeo live-
stock companies,

Applying the promotional experience
gained at the Pacific Indoor Rodeos, the
Golden State has built its season schedule
to 70 individual rodeos this year, double
the number any company has produced.

Metro Wrestling

Metropolitan Conference teams Bakers.
field, Cerritos, and El Camino will be
among the top contenders for state re-
gional wrestling honors Saturday,

Cerritos, which won the conference
team title over the weeckend at Long
Beach, will lecd Metro teams into action
at San Diego Mesa. Bakersfield, which
won the dual team title with a record of
6-0, will be in the regionals at Modesto,

Final dual standings are: Bakersfield
(6-0), El Camino (b.1), Cerritos (4-2),
Pierce (3-3), Santa Monica (2-4), Valley
(1-5), Long Beach (0-8),

Final scores in conference tourney:
Cerritos, 99; Bakersfield, 88; El Camino,
66; Pierce, 38; SMCC, 16; Long Beach,
8; Valley, 0,
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Pepperdine Goes

Against Broncos

Pepperdine College's varsity
basketball team, enjoying its
most successful season in six
years, prepares for a rugged
three-game home stand th is
week.

Southland fans will have the
opportunity to see top-rated San-
ta Clara (221) in action Friday
when the Broncos (91 in confer-
ence) tip-off against the Waves

Pre-season

Games Set

for Rams

Three of professional foot-
ball's winningest teams in 1968
will be 1969 pre-season Coliseum
opponents of the Los Angeles
Rams.

Capital Division champlon
Dallas kicks things off with the

ON YOUR MARK . . . And set to go to Saturday's Lon

at Veterans Stadium are

in the Los Angeles Memorial

Sports Arena at 8 p.m.

On Saturday
dine will entertain the WCAC
cellar dwellar U of San
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a reverse layup shot with North's Harlen Peet (52
The bucket was good, but North won the

'mcﬂi will meet Loyola at home and
. ** playoffs Friday night.
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Pasadena Wins Title;
Camino Finally Wins

El Camino College avoided a
winless 14-game basketball sea-
son by defeating Bakersfield,
8474, In a Metropolitan Confer-
ence game Friday in the loser's

15 and Bob Simon 16 points in
the victory, In the last 47 con-
ference games, F1 Camino has
won seven times. Camino has

g Beach Relays
Gwen Kuhn, Lee Roscos, Queen Sally Crocker,

Unless Fullerton of the East-
ern Conference Pasa-
dena to earn a berth in the state

%

held at Fresno on March 6, 7,
and 8. Pasadena is ticketed to
meet the winner of the Central
Conference, either Hancock or
Merced.

Last week's results: Tuesday
~ Plerce over Cerritos, 6248;
Pasadena over El Camino, 89-75;
LBCC over SMCC, 7347; Valley

SCORING LEADERS (FINAL)
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Marilyne Vaughan of Torrance, Chris Hurley and Christine Alessio, The
starter is quarter-mile runner Al Carlson,

eted

Compton
Seeded
No.1

While Compton High School
has tatooed itself as the team to
win the CIF basketball against a
field of 31, three of those challe-
ngers are again from Torrance.

Qualifying as the No. 1 and 2
teams from the Bay League are
North High and South High. The
Torrance Tartars salvaged a tie
for second place with Palos Ver-
des of the Sky League to gain a
berth.

With the CIF Southern Section
divided into four separate bas-
ketball tournaments, Commis-
sioner Ken Fagans was able to
fill 4-A bracket with six teams
which tied for second place.

North High will meet Del Rey
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Compton's Tarbabes, defend-
ing CIF “AAA" champion, drew
the top-seeded berth for
first “AAAA" division basket-

ball play-offs. Garden Growe
was top-seeded in the “AAA”
dlvm‘on in released by
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In the “AAA” division, Clare-
:'m‘n Wolfpack draws Mont.

in a home contest on Friday
evening. Third seeded in
YAAA" play-offs was
League kingpin Beverly Hills,
Wwith Santa Barbara ~County
league champion Santa Maria
::ml the fourth-seeded posi»
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